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Magnet Recogntion Program®  

The American Nurses Credentialing Center Magnet® recognition credential provides a 
roadmap to advance nursing excellence. The Magnet Recognition Program® recognizes 
health care organizations for quality patient care, nursing excellence, and innovations in 
professional nursing. The program began in 1981 when The American Academy of Nursing 
Task Force on Nursing Practice in Hospitals conducted a study to identify work 
environments that attract and retain well-qualified nurses who promote quality patient, 
resident and client care. Institutions possessed qualities that enabled greater capacity to 
attract and retain nurses and were therefore described as “magnet” hospitals. The impact 
of Magnet® on patient and nursing outcomes with few exceptions, are better than non-
Magnet® hospitals. Those differences are associated with better outcomes for nurses, 
physicians, and patients. Magnet® recognition has been included as a criterion for national 
hospital ranking and quality benchmarking programs.  

MISSION: The Magnet Recognition Program will continually elevate patient care around the 
world in an environment where nurses, in collaboration with the interprofessional team 
flourish by setting the standard for excellence through leadership, scientific discovery and 
dissemination and implementation of new knowledge. VISION: The Magnet Recognition 
Program will transform healthcare globally by bringing knowledge, skill, innovation, 
leadership and compassion to every person, family, and community. 

As of June 2022, there are 584 Magnet® organizations worldwide ( ~ 9.3% of all US Hospitals) 
with 27 in Virginia and 14 in North Carolina.  
 
Sentara Healthcare has nine current designated Magnet® hospitals: 

• Sentara Martha Jefferson Hospital (2006, 2011, 2016, 2021) 

• Sentara Norfolk General Hospital (2008, 2014, 2018) 

• Sentara Williamsburg Regional Medical Center (2014, 2019) 

• Sentara RMH Medical Center (2014, 2019) 

• Sentara Leigh Hospital (2015, 2020) 

• Sentara Princess Anne Hospital (2016, 2021) 

• Sentara CarePlex Hospital (2017, 2022) 

• Sentara Obici Hospital (2018) 

• Sentara Virginia Beach General Hospital (2019) 
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